The radiologic staging of lung cancer.
The radiographic evaluation and staging of bronchogenic carcinoma remains one of the greatest challenges to the thoracic radiologist and one of his or her most important responsibilities. With lung cancer now the most common malignant tumor in both men and women, there will be a continued need for radiologists to guide clinicians to the appropriate diagnostic and staging procedures, to help plan curative surgery, and to assess the response to therapy or progression of disease. The article reviews the radiographic approach to lung cancer diagnosis and staging with an emphasis on the use of computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging for the evaluation of the primary tumor and mediastinal and hilar lymph node metastases.